Later "the beautiful lady" became Madame Pil-
sudska.
In spite of Russian persecution all this work did
bear fruit. The P. P. S. was reaching the public. At
first five hundred copies of a book would last a whole
year. Later if several hundred copies were sent to one
"inn," prompt requests demanded more, always more.
They had to print editions of eight or ten thousand
copies—unheard of in the early '90s.
Bibula had won a victory for free speech, unhampered
by censorship. It was a victory in the soul of the
nation—a nation not made of one caste, the compara-
tively small group of the rich and educated, but sev-
eral million people, united by language, history, by the
sentiment of belonging to that nation; and most of these
were workingmen.
There came a time when bibula totaled more books
and papers and pamphlets than the censored ones. It
convinced the Poles that the P. P. S. was a live organi-
zation whose work was solid and permanent and there-
fore worthy of support. More, it made them see, from the
evidence of their own eyes, that it was possible to
break the barbarous laws of Russia, that they must give
up their. childish belief in the omnipotence of the czar's
police.
However, Wiktor's work was not easy. The party had
to count its pennies. He was publisher, editor-in-chief,
reporter, special writer, printer and shipper, with only
one assistant. All this work was carried on in one
room. Had there been no need to economize, it would
still have been difficult. It was hard to buy paper in
quantity without arousing suspicion; he couldn't have
it delivered; he mustn't buy too often from one shop.
. There were many interruptions in getting out Robotnik
—unavoidable waits when P. P. g. members came on
business—for few of them could know where the press
was and who was doing the work. Yet if the finished

